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A Linux command is a program or utility that runs on a CLI 
(Command Line Interface) and interacts with the system via text or 
processes. It is similar to the Command Prompt application on 
Windows.

In general the syntax for a Linux command looks like:
CommandName [option(s)] [parameter(s)]
● CommandName is the program that you want to execute.
● Option or flag specify a particular a command’s operation. To 

invoke it, use hyphens (-) or double hyphens  (--).
● Parameter or argument specifies any necessary information for 

the command.
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PWD (Print Working Directory)
The pwd command prints the path of your current working 
directory. Simply entering pwd will return the full current path.

CD (Change Directory)
To navigate through directories, use the cd command. Depending 
on your current working directory, it requires either the full path or 
the directory name.
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MKDIR (MaKe DIRectory)
Use the mkdir command to create one or multiple directories at 
once.

LS (LiSt)
The ls command lists files and directories within a system. Running 
it without a flag or parameter will show the current working directory 
content.
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MV (MoVe)
Use mv to move and/or rename files and directories.

CP (CoPy)
Use the cp command to copy files or directories and their content.
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CAT (conCATenate)
Use cat to display a file content to the standard output.

CLEAR
Use clear command to erase the content of the terminal.

FIND
Use the find command to search for files within a specific directory.
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GREP
Use grep to find a regular expression in a file or a directory.

RM (ReMove)
The rm command is used to delete files or directories. Make sure 
that the user performing this command has write permissions.
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TOP
The top command in Linux Terminal will display all the running 
processes and a dynamic real-time view of the current system
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KILL
Use the kill command to terminate an unresponsive program 
manually. It will signal misbehaving applications and instruct them 
to close their processes.
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MAN (MANual)
The man command provides manual of any command or utility you 
can run in Terminal, including the name, description, and options.
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Tips and Tricks
● Press the TAB to autofill after entering a command with an 

argument.
● Use Ctrl + C to terminate a running command.
● Press Ctrl + Z to pause a working command.
● Use Ctrl + R to find a previous executed command.
● Use arrows to navigate between executed commands.

Useful link:
https://www.hostinger.com/tutorials/linux-commands
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